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CONFIDENTIAL PORT OF SPAIN 2784 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, RQ, TD, XL, EFIN, US 

SUBJECT: TRINIDADIAN INITIATIVE ON CONSULTATION WITH 
PUERTO RICO 

REF: A) STATE 258165; B) PORT OF SPAIN 2700 

1. TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO PRIME MINISTER ERIC WILLIAMS 
CALLED ME TO HIS OFFICE NOV 12 TO INFORM ME OF THE 
RESULT OF HIS CONSULTATIONS WITH HIS CABINET COLLEAGUES 
REGARDING THE PROPOSED CONSULTATIONS WITH PUERTO RICO 
(REFTELS). 

2. WILLIAMS SAID HIS COLLEAGUES HAD WARMLY SUPPORTED 
HIS INITIATIVE TO FIND A WAY TO BRING PUERTO RICO INTO 
THE CARIBBEAN AND CARICOM DIALOGUE, BUT THEY HAD 
COLLECTIVELY COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT BEST MANNER 
IN WHICH TO BEGIN WOULD BE FOR SENIOR MEMBER OR MEMBERS 
OF CGPR GOVERNOR S CABINET TO COME TO PORT OF SPAIN FOR 
DISCUSSIONS. WILLIAMS SAID THAT IF THE GOTT INFORMAL 
INVITATION WERE ACCEPTED, HIS SENIOR CABINET MINISTER, 
MAHBIR (INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE) AND PETROLEUM AND MINES) 
WOULD BE PRIMARY GOTT CONTACT BUT THAT MINISTERS JOSEPH 
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INVOLVED. PREVATT'S ROLE WOULD PRINCIPALLY BE 
CONCERNING CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT BANK MEMBERSHIP. 

3. THE PRIME MINISTERASKED THAT USG CONVEY HIS INFORMAL 
INVITATION TO GCPR FOR A CONSULTATION IN PORT OF SPAIN 

TO "DISCUSS POSSIBLE AREAS OF COOPERATION BETWEEN PUERTO 
RICO AND THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY." 

4. WILLIAMS APOLOGIZED FOR THE REVERSAL OF HIS ORIGINAL 
NOTION TO SEND MAHABIR TO SAN JUAN, BUT PLED THE 
URGENCY WITH WHICH HE REQUIRED MAHABIR S PRESENCE IN 
TRINIDAD IN THE NEAR FUTURE TO ASSIST IN FINALIZING THE 
IMPORTANT ELECTION- YEAR BUDGET. HE SAID HE DID NOT FEEL 
THE PUERTO RICO CONSULTATIONS SHOULD BE INDEFINITELY 
DELAYED IF THE GCPR WERE INTERESTED, AND THE BUDGET 
DISCUSSIONS WERE KEEPING KEY GOTT MINISTERS AT HOME 
FOR AWHILE. 

5. WILLIAMS CONFIRMED HIS EARLIER TENTATIVE DECISION 
(POS 2634) THAT TRINIDAD WOULD REQUEST ITS CARICOM 
PARTNERS TO DEFER DECISION ON THE PUERTO RICAN CDB 
APPLICATION. HE STATED THAT HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND 
SOME CARICOM STATES' ADAMANT OPPOSITION TO PUERTO 

RICAN MEMBERSHIP WHILE THEY WERE ENTERTAINING APPLICATIONS 
FROM AS FAR AWAY AS PORTUGAL. HOPEFULLY, THE CONSULTA 
TIONS PROPOSED WOULD ASSIST IN DEVISING AN ACCEPTABLE 
FORMULA FOR PUERTO RICAN ASSOCIATION. 

6. IF DEPARTMENT PRECEIVES NO OBJECTION. REQUEST 
SUBSTANCE OF THIS MESSAGE BE CONVEYED TO GCPR. 

RICH 
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